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The structures and electronic relationship of 9-, 10-, 11-, and 12-vertex closo and hypercloso (isocloso)
metallaboranes are explored using DFT calculations. The role of the transition metal in stabilizing the hypercloso
borane structures is explained using the concept of orbital compatibility. The hypercloso structures, C6H6MBn-1Hn-1

(n = 9-12; M = Fe, Ru, and Os) are taken as model complexes. Calculations on metal free polyhedral borane BnHn

suggest that n vertex hypercloso structures need only n skeleton electron pairs (SEPs), but the structure will have one
or more six-degree vertices, whereas the corresponding closo structures with n + 1 SEPs have only four- and five-
degree vertices. This high-degree vertex of hypercloso structures can be effectively occupied by transition metal
fragments with their highly diffused orbitals. Calculations further show that a heavy transition metal with more diffused
orbitals prefers over a light transition metal to form hypercloso geometry. This is in accordance with the fact that there
are more experimentally characterized hypercloso structures with the heavy transition metals. The size of the
exohedral ligands attached to the metal atom also plays a role in deciding the stability of the hypercloso structure. The
interaction between the borane and the metal fragments in the hypercloso geometry is analyzed using the fragment
molecular orbital approach. The interconversion of the closo and hypercloso structures by the addition and removal of
the electrons is also discussed in terms of the correlation diagrams.

Introduction

The closo polyhedral boranes have long been of great
theoretical and experimental interest.1 The most stable
polyhedral closo boranes are based on the spherical deltahe-
dra. The Wade’s n+1 rule2 forms the basis for the special
stability of such spherical deltahedra with two negative
charges, BnHn

2-, due to their three-dimensional aromaticity.
The replacement of BH fragments by isolobal transition
metal fragments3 in the polyhedral boranes gives stable
metallaboranes, which can also follow various electron
counting rules. For example, the metallacarborane,
CpCoC2B9H11 (1, Figure 1), where one of the BH fragments
of icosahedral C2B10H12 is replaced by the isolobal (C5H5)Co
fragment, obeysWade’s rule.4 Early examples of metallabor-
anes were found to adopt structures which are analogous to
that of boranes and carboranes. Metal fragments in these

complexes are regarded as contributing three orbitals and
two electrons toward the cluster bonding. However, even
when the electron counting rules were formulated, exceptions
in terms of either structure or electron counts were recog-
nized, and many more are known now.5 These include
neutral boron halides6 such as B8Cl8 and B9Cl9 and many
metallaboranes.7

In 1975, Hawthorne and co-workers8 reported the synth-
esis and structural characterization of a 10-vertex metalla-
carborane, η5-Cp2Fe2C2B6H8 (2, Figure 1). They noted that
the structure adopted by this cluster, which has only 10
skeleton electron pairs (SEPs), is geometrically different from
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that of the metal free polyhedral boranes, B10H10
2-

(3, Figure 1). Hawthorne subsequently characterized a 10-
vertex, electron-deficient monometallaborane with 10 SEPs,
[Ru{PPh2C6H4(CH2CHdCH2)-2}(η

6-C2B7H7Me2)],
9 and

introduced the term hypercloso (implying that there is an
enhanced electron deficiency in the cluster). The term has
gained general acceptance to describe electron-deficient closo
systems such as neutral BnHn cages and their derivatives.10

On the basis of electron counting arguments and by compar-
ison to the known structural analogues, Baker11 suggested
that these complexes contain two skeletal electrons fewer
than their closo counterparts and are thus best regarded as
hypercloso metallaboranes.
Further development of metallaboranes, especially

through the work of Kennedy et al.12 and Fehlner et al.,13

led to the synthesis of a variety of metallaboranes which
cannot be explained by Wade’s rule. Kennedy and co-work-
ers treated themetal fragment as a four orbital-four electron
donor toward cluster bonding so that the metal fragment
donates an additional electron pair. This again brings the
SEP count of the cluster to n+1. Since number of SEPs is
the same as that of the closo structure, they considered these
clusters to be the isomer of the closo structure, that is,
isocloso.12b,14 According to them, electron deficiency is lo-
cated on the metal, so that the metal forms a 16-electron
complex.14b Johnston and Mingos15 have shown, using
molecular orbital calculations with the extended H
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method, that the distortions from closo to hypercloso increase
the connectivity of themetal atomwith borane,which provides
additional stability. They further pointed out that, since these
compoundswith n SEPs are electron-deficient with respect to
the closo structures with an n+1 electron count, the term
hypercloso is more appropriate. Using the bonding topology,
King16 has shown that, in these metallaboranes, the metal

vertices contribute three orbitals and two electrons toward
cluster bonding. They have also shown17 that, while going
from the closo to the hypercloso structure, themetal oxidation
state increases by two through the internal metal oxidative
addition reactions, but the metal valence electron count
remains the same. Since there is an ambiguity in the electronic
structure of hypercloso metallaboranes, we choose to carry
out DFT calculations to explore the structure and electronic
relationship of closo and hypercloso metallaboranes.
The closo and hyperclosopair of a givenvertex systemdiffer

both in topology and in SEP (Figure 2). Among these
hypercloso metallaboranes, the 9- and 10-vertex mono me-
tallaboranes have one six-degree vertex (the degree of a vertex
refers to the number of boron atoms connected to it) occupied
by a transition metal fragment, whereas the corresponding
metal-free deltahedra have only four- and five-degree vertices.
Both the closo and hypercloso structures of 11-vertex clusters
with one six-degree vertex are topologically equivalent
but electronically different. The topological impossibility of
an 11-vertex deltahedron to have only four- and five-degree
vertices makes both the closo and hypercloso 11-vertex struc-
tures topologically equivalent.18 The 12-vertex hypercloso
metallaborane has two six-degree vertices, whereas the corre-
sponding closo metallaborane has five-degree vertices only.
Hypercloso structures can be derived from the correspond-

ing closo structures by the diamond-square-diamond re-
arrangement (DSD; Figure 3), which is the mechanism for
framework rearrangement19 in boranes and carboranes. In

Figure 1. Experimentally characterized structures of η5-CpCoC2B9H11 (1),
η5-Cp2Fe2C2B6H8 (2), and B10H10

2- (3).

Figure 2. The 9-, 10-, 11-, and 12-vertex closo and hypercloso structures.

Figure 3. Schematic representation showing the interconversion of 10-
vertex closo to hypercloso geometry through an isonido intermediate.

(9) Jung, C. W.; Baker, R. T.; Hawthorne, M. F. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1981,
103, 810.

(10) (a)McKee,M. L. Inorg. Chem. 1999, 38, 321. (b) McKee, M. L.;Wang,
Z.-X.; Schleyer, P. v. R. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2000, 122, 4781.

(11) Baker, R. T. Inorg. Chem. 1986, 25, 109.
(12) (a) Bould, J.; Greenwood, N. N.; Kennedy, J. D. J. Chem. Soc.,

Dalton Trans. 1990, 1451. (b) Bould, J.; Kennedy, J. D.; Thornton-Pett, M. J.
Chem. Soc., Dalton Trans. 1992, 563. (c) Stibr, B.; Kennedy, J. D.; Drdakova, E.;
Thornton-Pett, M. J. Chem. Soc., Dalton Trans. 1994, 229.

(13) (a) Kawamura, K.; Shang,M.;Wiest, O.; Fehlner, T. P. Inorg. Chem.
1998, 37, 608. (b) Weller, A. S.; Shang, M.; Fehlner, T. P.Organometallics 1999,
18, 853. (c) Fehlner, T. P. J. Organomet. Chem. 2009, 694, 1671.

(14) (a) Kennedy, J. D. Inorg. Chem. 1986, 25, 111. (b) Crook, J. E.;
Elrington, M.; Greenwood, N. N.; Kennedy, J. D.; Woollins, J. D. Polyhedron
1984, 3, 901.

(15) (a) Johnston, R. L.; Mingos, D. M. P. Inorg. Chem. 1986, 25, 3321.
(b) Johnston, R. L.; Mingos, D. M. P. Polyhedron 1986, 5, 2059. (c) Johnston,
R. L.; Mingos, D. M. P. J. Chem. Soc., Dalton Trans. 1987, 647. (d) Johnston,
R. L.; Mingos, D. M. P; Sherwood, P. New. J. Chem. 1991, 15, 831.

(16) (a) King, R. B. Inorg. Chem. 1999, 38, 5151. (b) King, R. B. Inorg.
Chem. 2006, 45, 8211. (c) King, R. B. J. Organomet. Chem. 2009, 694, 1602.

(17) King, R. B.; Hagel, J. Polyhedron 2006, 25, 3183.
(18) King, R. B.; Duijvestijn, A. J. W. Inorg. Chim. Act. 1990, 178, 55.
(19) (a) Lipscomb, W. N. Science. 1966, 153, 3734. (b) Kennedy, J. D. In

Progress in Inorganic Chemistry; Wiley: New York, 1986; Vol. 34. (c) Gimarc,
B. M.; Warren, D. S.; Brown; Ott, J. J.; Borwn, C. Inorg. Chem. 1991, 30, 1598.
(d) McKee, M. L. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1995, 117, 8001. (e) Wales, D. J.; Bone,
R. G. A. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1992, 114, 5399. (f ) Zhao, M.; Gimarc, B. M.
Polyhedron 1995, 14, 1315. (g) McKee, M. L. J. Am. Chem. Soc. 1992, 114,
879. (h) Shameema, O.; Pathak, B.; Jemmis, E. D. Inorg. Chem. 2008, 47, 4375.



7820 Inorganic Chemistry, Vol. 48, No. 16, 2009 Shameema and Jemmis

such a DSD rearrangement, the intermediate polyhedron
with a single quadrilateral face looks like a nido structure.
This is called an isonido structure. The removal of the
lowest degree vertex from the n+ 1 vertex closo polyhedron
also gives an isonido structure. This is in contrast to the
fact that the classical nido structures are obtained by
the removal of the highest degree vertex from the correspond-
ing closo structure. Similarly, the removal of the lowest degree
vertex from the isonido structure gives the isoarachno struc-
ture. The synthesis and characterization of many isonido
clusters with a range ofmetal atoms and ligand combinations
have been reported in the literature.20 There are a few
examples for the isolation and characterization of the iso-
arachno structures.21

Here, we analyze with DFT calculations the structure
and electronic relationship of the closo and hypercloso
pair for parent borane systems (BnHn) where n=9-12.
These relationships will be compared with that of the
closo and hypercloso metallaboranes. The role of the transi-
tion metal in stabilizing the hypercloso geometry will
be explored, taking the hypercloso mono metallaboranes,
C6H6MBn-1Hn-1 (n=9-12; M=Fe, Ru, and Os) as model
complexes. The interconversion of closo and hypercloso
structures on the addition and removal of electrons for
both the boranes and the metallaboranes will be discussed.
It is interesting to investigate the factors that drive the
equilibrium between a closo and a hypercloso structure,
within a given vertex system. The influence of the size of
the metal atom and nature of the exohedral ligands on the
stability of the metallaboranes in hypercloso geometry also
will be explored.

Computational Methods

The geometries of all metallaborane structures are opti-
mized using the hybrid22 HF-DFT method B3LYP/
LANL2DZ. The B3LYP22a,22b method is based on Becke’s
three-parameter functional including the Hartree-Fock
exchange contribution with a nonlocal correction for the
exchange potential proposed by Becke, together with the
nonlocal correction for the correlation energy suggested by
Lee et al. The LANL2DZ22c basis set uses the effective core
potential of Hay and Wadt. The borane clusters are opti-
mized at the B3LYP/6-31G* level of calculation. The inter-
action diagram is obtained from the extended H
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calculation using CACAO22d on B3LYP optimized struc-
tures. The nature of stationary points is characterized by
vibrational frequency calculations. All optimizations are
carried out using the Gaussian 03 suite of programs.23

Results and Discussion

We begin the analysis by describing the structure and
bonding of the closo-hypercloso pair of 10-vertex borane.
The closo B10H10

2- (D4d) with 11 SEPs has a square-planar
antiprismatic geometry (3, Figure 4) with eight five-degree
and two four-degree vertices. The hypercloso B10H10 (C3v)
with 10 SEPs has one six-degree (B1), six five-degree, and
three four-degree vertices (4, Figure 4). Optimization of the
hypercloso B10H10 (4), after the addition of two electrons,
converges into the closo structure (3). Similarly removing two
electrons from closo B10H10

2- (3) converts the structure into
the hypercloso geometry (4). It implies that a B10H10 cluster is
stable in hypercloso geometry with 10 SEPs and closo geo-
metry with 11 SEPs.
The hypercloso structure (4) can be derived from the

corresponding closo structure (3) by DSD rearrangement

Figure 4. The optimized structure of closo B10H10
2- (3); hypercloso B10H10 (4); and hypercloso C6H6MB9H9, M= Fe, Ru, and Os (5).
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involving boron atoms B1, B2, B3, and B4 (3, Figure 4). In
the hypercloso geometry (4), the B1-B3 and B2-B4 dis-
tances are 2.02 and 2.91 Å, respectively. In the closo geome-
try, the B1-B3 bond is lengthened to 2.92 Å and the B2-B4
bond is shortened to 1.84 Å. We have computed the correla-
tion diagram for the interconversion of hypercloso-closo
systems for the B10H10 cluster, as shown in Figure 5. In the
hypercloso B10H10, both the HOMO and the LUMO are
doubly degenerated. The LUMO (I, Figure 6a) of hypercloso
geometry has a bonding interaction between B2 and B4 and
an antibonding interaction between B1 and B3. The LUMO
(II) has a bonding interaction between B1 and B3 and an
antibonding interaction between B2 and B4. Thus, when we
add two electrons, they are going to the LUMO (I) orbital,
which gets stabilized while LUMO (II) gets destabilized
(Figure 5). This results in the shortening of the B2-B4 bond
and the lengthening of the B1-B3 bond, converting the
hypercloso geometry to the closo geometry. The HOMO-1
orbital of the hypercloso geometry, which has an antibonding
interaction between B2 and B4, is also getting destabilized as
the B2-B4 distance decreases. Thus the LUMO (I) of the
hypercloso geometry becomes the HOMO-1 of the closo
geometry. The HOMO-1 of the hypercloso geometry be-
comes the HOMO of the closo geometry.
Even though B10H10 is a minimum in the hypercloso

geometry, it has an unusual topology with one of the boron
atoms (B1) at a six-degree vertex. In the hypercloso geometry,
a BH group is capping a six-membered ring of the B9H9

fragment, whereas in closo geometry, it is capping a five-
membered ring of the B9H9 fragment. According to the
orbital compatibility,24 the BH cap with the less diffused
orbital is less compatible with overlapping with the six-

membered ring orbitals of the B9H9 fragment, resulting in a
less stable hypercloso structure of B10H10.

Stabilization of the Hypercloso Structures with the
Transition Metal Fragments. The hypercloso geometry
can be stabilized by substituting the BH vertex, which
caps the six-membered ring of the B9H9 fragment, with a
cap with more diffused orbitals. A transition metal frag-
ment with more diffused orbitals can stabilize the hyper-
closo structure, which is reflected in the experimental
synthesis of many hypercloso metallaboranes. A large
number of hypercloso metallaboranes are reported in
literature with a range of metal atoms and exohedral
ligands.25 Table 1 summarizes different varieties of hy-
percloso mono-metallaboranes reported in the literature.
Hypercloso metallaboranes with more than one metal
atom26 are also reported in the literature, but this study
is focused only on mono-metallaboranes.
We have estimated the relative stability of the hyper-

closo structures, C6H6MB9H9 (5, Figure 4), where M=
Fe, Ru, and Os. The transition metal fragments,
(C6H6)M, are considered isolobal to the BH fragment;
both are three-orbital and two-electron donors. The
relative stability is estimated using the following isodes-
mic equations:

hypercloso-B10H10 þ closo-1-η6-ðC6H6Þ-MB9H9
2-

f closo-B10H10
2- þ hypercloso-1-η6-ðC6H6Þ-MB9H9

ð1Þ

hypercloso-B10H10 þ closo-1-η6-ðC6H6Þ-
1; 3; 6-MC2B9H9

2- f closo-3; 6-C2B8H10

þ hypercloso-1-η6-ðC6H6Þ-MB9H9 ð2Þ
The reaction energy calculated for eq 1 is exothermic by
-61.3, -64.8, and -67.2 kcal/mol for M=Fe, Ru, and
Os, respectively. Similarly, reaction 2 is calculated to be
exothermic by -39.8, -52.8, and -56.1 kcal/mol for
M=Fe, Ru, and Os, respectively. The exothermicity
indicates that the hypercloso structures are more stable
with transition metal fragments, whereas the closo struc-
tures aremore stablewith aBH capping group.As the size
of the metal atom increases, the exothermicity of the
reaction also increases. This indicates the preference of
the hypercloso structures for the heavier metal fragments
withmore diffused orbitals versuswith the light transition
metal fragments. A close look at the experimentally
characterized metallaboranes (Table 1) also suggests that
the hypercloso structures are known mostly with the
heavy transition metals at the six-degree vertex versus

Figure 5. Correlation diagram for the interconversion of the hyperclo-
so-closo structure for B10H10.
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with the light transition metals. We have done further
analysis, to show the preference of the heavy transition
metal in stabilizing the hypercloso geometry over the light
transition metal, by considering the following isodesmic
equation:

closo-1-η6-ðC6H6Þ-1; 3; 6-M0-C2B7H9

þ hypercloso-1-η6-ðC6H6Þ-1-MB9H9

f closo-1-η6-ðC6H6Þ-1; 3; 6-MC2B7H9

þ hypercloso-1-η6-ðC6H6Þ-1-M0-B9H9 ð3Þ
The reaction is exothermic when a first row transition

metal fragment in the hypercloso geometry is replaced by
a second row transition metal (Table 2). The exothermi-
city increases when it is replaced by a third row transition
metal, indicating the preference of the heavy transition
metal fragment in the hypercloso geometry over the light
transition metal fragment.

Another possible isomer for the hypercloso C6H6-
MB9H9, where the metal fragment occupies one of the
five-degree vertices and the BH fragment occupying the
six-degree vertex is less stable than structure 5 (Figure 4) by
21.2, 24.3, and 26.3 kcal/mol for M=Fe, Ru and Os,
respectively. This confirms the preference of the transition
metals for the six-degree vertex of hypercloso structures.

TheNature of the Exohedral Ligands and the Stability of
theHypercloso Structure.The nature of exohedral ligands
attached to the metal has an important role in controlling
the diffuseness of the frontier orbital of the metal frag-
ment. The smaller the size of the exohedral ligands, the
larger will be the diffuseness of metal fragment orbitals.
This results in more stable hypercloso geometries. We
have studied the dependence of the size of the exohedral
carbocyclic ring on the stability of the hypercloso struc-
ture using isodesmic eq 4:

hypercloso-1-R-FeB9H9 þ closo-1-R0-1; 3; 6-FeC2B7H9

f closo-1-R-1; 3; 6-FeC2B7H9

þ hypercloso-1-R0-FeB9H9 ð4Þ
The reaction energy is exothermic by -18.1 and

-43.3 kcal/mol for the substitution of R=C6H6 by
R0=C5H5

- and C4H4
2-, respectively. Thus, the stability

of hypercloso geometry increases as the size of the carbo-
cyclic ring decreases for a given metal atom.

Figure 6. Molecular orbitals of hypercloso B10H10 (a) and closo B10H10
2- (b).
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Interaction of the Metal and the B9H9 Fragments in the
Hypercloso Geometry. The interaction between the metal
fragment and the B9H9 fragment in the hypercloso geo-
metry is analyzed using the fragment molecular orbital
approach (Figure 7). The most important interaction is
the three-level interaction15d between the 3e and 4e orbi-
tals of the borane fragment and the 4e orbitals of the
metal fragments, which gives a bonding, a nonbonding,
and an antibonding MO of the hypercloso structure. The

LUMOof the hypercloso structure is doubly degenerated.
For a closo electron count, that is, 11 SEPs, this will lead
to the Jahn-Teller distortion of the structure,15d resulting
in the square antiprismatic closo structure. It is also
evident from the correlation diagram (Figure 5). Thus,
the calculations do not support the argument that a 10-
vertex hypercloso structure has 11 SEPs. The interaction
diagram shows that the metal fragment donates two
electrons to cluster bonding. The frontier orbitals of the
borane fragment are closer to the frontier orbitals of the
Ru(C6H6) fragment than those of the Fe(C6H6) fragment,
which results in the preference of the hypercloso geometry
by the heavy transition metal fragments. There is, in
addition, a contribution from the more diffuse nature of
the orbitals of the heavier metal fragment.
Even though B10H10 with 10 SEPs does not have a

minimum in the closo geometry (converges to hypercloso
geometry), the metallaboranes, (C6H6)MB9H9, have
minima in the closo geometry. For (C6H6)FeB9H9, the
closo structure is 22.8 kcal/mol higher in energy than the
corresponding hypercloso geometry. The closo structures
are 26.2 and 28.1 kcal/mol less stable than the hypercloso
structures for (C6H6)RuB9H9 and (C6H6)OsB9H9, re-
spectively. This indicates the stability of hypercloso me-
tallaboranes with 10 SEPs and its preference by heavy
transition metals.

Interconversion of Hypercloso Metallaboranes to Closo
Metallaboranes. There are several examples for the inter-
conversion of the hypercloso to the closo structure by
reduction. Kennedy et al.31 reported the reaction of [1-H-
1-(PPh3)-1-(o-Ph2PC6H4)-hypercloso-1-IrB9H8] with CS2,
leading to [10-(PPh3)-2,6;2,9-(μ-S2CH)2-2-(o-Ph2PC6-
H4)-closo-IrB9H5]. Spencer et al.32 reported the first
example of a chemically reversible and quantitative
interconversion of hypercloso to closo by reducing
[1-C6Me6-hypercloso-1-RuB9H9] with sodium dihydro-
naphthylide into the corresponding square antiprismatic
closo structure, [2-C6Me6-closo-2-RuB9H9]

2-. On the

Table 1. Experimentally Characterized 9-12-Vertex Hypercloso Mono-Metalla-
boranes and Metallacarboranes

structural formulas ref

9-Vertex Hypercloso Structures

[1,1,l-H(PMe3)2(1-IrB8H8)]
a

[1,1,1-H(PMe3)2-8-Cl-1-IrB8H7]
a 27

10-Vertex Hypercloso Structures

[1-η6-C6(Me)3H3FeB9H9]
b

[1,1,1-(PPh3)HCl-1-RuB9H7-3,5-(PPh3)2]
a

[1-(pcym)-RuB9H9]
a 26b

[2-Cl-2,5-(Ph3P)2-2-H-3,9-(OMe)2-2,1-RuCB8H6]
a 28c

[2,2-(Ph3P)2-2-H-3,9-(OMe)2-2,1-RuCB8H7]
a 28c

[2,3-(Me)2-6-(CH2dCHCH2C6H4Ph2P)-6,2,3-RuC2B7H7]
a 28d

[2,2-(PPh3)2-2-H-3,9-(OMe)2-2,1-RuCB8H7]
a 28d

1-η5-C6Me6-1-RuB9H9]
b 28f

[1-η6-C6Me6-2-(PhNH)-1-RuB9H8]
a 28f

[1,1,1-(PPh3)HCl-5,6-(PPh3)2-RuB9H7]
a 28g

[1-H-1,1-(PPh3)2-2-Ph-3-(OMe)-1,2-OsCB8H7]
a 28h

[1,1,1-(CHdCH-CHdCH)(Ph2P-o-C6H4)-l-IrB9H7-5-(PPh3)-2-]
a 28i

[1,1,1-H(PPh3)(Ph2P-o-C6H4)(IrB9H8-2-)]
a 28j

[1,1-(C6H4)(Ph2PC6H4)-1-IrB9H7-6-(PPh3)-2-]
b 28k

[1,1-(PEt3)2Ru(η6-C2B7H9)]
b 28l

11-Vertex Hypercloso Structures

[1-η6-(pcym)-1-RuB10H10]
a 29a

[1,1-(PPh3)2-1-RuB10H8-2,5-(OEt)2]
a 28b

[(P(Me)2Ph)2-1,2-μ-H-2,5-(OMe)2-1-RhB10H8]
a 29b

[(P(Me)2Ph)2-1,2-μ-H-2-Cl-5-(OMe)-1-RhB10H8]
a 29b

[1-η5-(Me)5C5-1-RhB10H10]
a 29c

[1-η5-(Me)5C5-2-(OMe)-1-RhB10H9]
a 29c

[1-(η5-(Me)5C5-4-(NEt2)-1-RhB10H9]
a 29d

[μ-1,2-H-1,1-(PPh3)2-2,5-(OMe)2-1-RhB10H7]
a 29b

[μ-1,2-H-1,1-(PPh3)2-2-Cl-5-(OMe)-1-RhB10H7]
a 29b

[1-η6-(pcym)-4,4-(PMe2Ph)2-1,4-RuPtB9H9]
a 29e

12 Vertex Hypercloso Structures

[Pt(PEt3)2(CO)2WC2B9(CH2C6H4Me)H8Me2]
a 30a

[l,2-Ph2-5,5-(CO)2-5-(η
3-C3H5)-5,1,2-MoC2B9H9]

- a 30b

a Single crystal XRD data are available. bNMR data are available.

Table 2. Reaction Energy in Kilocalories Per Mole for the Isodesmic eq 3

M M0 ΔE in kcal/mol

Mn- Tc- -5.4
Mn- Re- -10.56
Fe Ru -13.02
Fe Os -16.36
Coþ Rhþ -12.86
Coþ Irþ -18.01
Ni2þ Pd2þ -8.47
Ni2þ Pt2þ -12.12

Figure 7. Interaction diagram of the B9H9 with Fe(C6H6) and Ru-
(C6H6) fragments in the hypercloso geometry.

(30) (a) Attfield, M. J.; Howard, J. A. K.; Jelfs, A. N. d. M; Nunn, C. M.;
Stone, F. G. A. J. Chem. Soc., Dalton Trans. 1987, 2219. (b) Dunn, S.; Rosair,
G. M.; Thomas, R. L.; Weller, A. S.; Welch, A. J. Angew. Chem., Int. Ed. 1997,
36, 645.

(31) Coldicott, R. S.; Kennedy, J. D.; Thornton-Pett, M. J. Chem. Soc.,
Dalton. Trans. 1996, 3819.

(32) Littger, R.; Englich, U.; Ruhlandt-Senge, K.; Spencer, J. T. Angew.
Chem., Int. Ed. 2000, 39, 1472.
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basis of NMR data, Hawthorne and co-workers postu-
lated28l the equilibrium between the hypercloso and closo
RuC2B7 clusters as

hypercloso-½RuðPEt3Þ2ðη6-C2B7H9Þ�
þ PEt3 a closo-½RuðPEt3Þ3ðη5-C2B7H9Þ�

The hypercloso structure is converted to the closo struc-
ture by the addition of the PEt3 ligand.
The correlation diagram (Figure S1, Supporting In-

formation) for the interconversion of the hypercloso
(C6H6)RuB9H9 into the closo cluster (C6H6)RuB9H9

2-

is quite similar to that of B10H10 and B10H10
2-. There is a

large energy difference between the nondegenerate
HOMO (A1) and the doubly degenerated LUMO (E) of
the hypercloso geometry, indicating the stability of the
hypercloso geometry. Further addition of the two elec-
trons in the hypercloso geometry goes to one of the
degenerated LUMOs, which has a bonding interaction
between two boron atoms, B1 and B4, and an antibond-
ing interaction between the metal and the boron atom B3
(5, Figure 4). The extra added electrons are utilized for
forming a B-B bond in the hexagonal face of the B9H9

ligand. The stabilization of this orbital results in the
transformation of the hexagonal open face of the borane
ligand to a pentagonal open face. This coverts the struc-
ture from hypercloso to closo geometry. Similarly, the

addition of two electrons into the hypercloso
(C6H6)FeB9H9 results in the closo structure.
The addition of two electrons to the hypercloso

(C6H6)OsB9H9 does not convert the structure into a closo
geometry. The B9H9 fragment retains the hypercloso
geometry, whereas the C6H6 ring attached to the metal
atom changes the coordination from η6 to η4 (Figure 8).
This indicates that the added electrons are going to the
C6H6 lignad by distorting it. The structure of the η4

coordinated C6H6 ring is similar to the structure obtained
by adding two electrons to the C6H6 free molecule.
Detailed molecular orbital analysis shows that the
LUMO of hypercloso (C6H6)OsB9H9 is mainly concen-
trated on the C6H6 ring, and it has antibonding interac-
tions between the carbon atoms, as shown in 8 (Figure 8).
In order to decrease the antibonding interaction upon the
addition of electrons, the C6H6 ring distorts from the
planar geometry. The occurrence of the low-lying (C6H6)
ring orbitals (LUMO) of the hypercloso (C6H6)OsB9H9

indicates that the interaction of themetal orbitals with the
C6H6 ring orbitals is weaker than that with the B9H9

fragment orbitals. The hypercloso-η4-(C6H6)-FeB9H9
2-

and hypercloso-η4-(C6H6)RuB9H9
2- structures are calcu-

lated to be minima, but they are less stable than closo
structures η6-(C6H6)FeB9H9

2- and η6-(C6H6)RuB9H9
2-

by 10.3 and 5.6 kcal/mol, respectively. The hypercloso-
η4-(C6H6)OsB9H9

2- is calculated to be 5.2 kcal/mol more
stable than the closo-η6-(C6H6)OsB9H9

2-.

Figure 8. The interconversion of hypercloso η6-(C6H6)OsB9H9 (6) to hypercloso η4-(C6H6)OsB9H9
2- (7). The LUMO of the hypercloso η6-(C6H6)-

OsB9H9 (8).

Figure 9. Optimized structures of closo B9H9
2- (9), hypercloso B9H9 (10), and hypercloso C6H6MB8H8 (11).
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Nine-Vertex Closo and Hypercloso Metallaboranes.
The closo B9H9

2- (C3v) with 10 SEPs has a tricapped
trigonal prismatic structure (9, Figure 9). It has three
four-degree and six five-degree vertices. The hypercloso
structure B9H9 (10) with C2v symmetry has one six-
degree, four five-degree, and four four-degree vertices.
Optimization of the B9H9 hypercloso structure (10) with
-2 charges converged to the closo B9H9

2- (9). This
indicates that nine-vertex hypercloso structures require
nine SEPs only.
The nine-vertex closo and hypercloso structures are

related by a sequence of two DSD rearrangements. In
the closo structure (9), the B2-B3 (=B5-B4) distance
is 1.79 Å and the B1-B7 (=B1-B9) distance is 2.84 Å.
In the hypercloso structure (10), the B2-B3 (=B5-B4)
distance is lengthened to 3.0 Å and theB1-B7 (=B1-B9)
distance is shortened to 1.91 Å. This creates a six-degree
vertex (B1) in the hypercloso structure.
The correlation diagram for the interconversion of

hypercloso to closo geometry by the addition of
two electrons is shown in Figure 10. The HOMO
and LUMOþ1 of the hypercloso structure have an anti-
bonding interaction between the boron atoms B2 and
B3 (=B5 and B4), whereas the LUMO and LUMOþ2
have abonding interactionbetweenB2andB3 (Figure 11a).

The addition of an electron to the hypercloso geometry
results in the destabilization of the HOMO and
LUMOþ1 and stabilization of the LUMO and
LUMOþ2. This results in the shortening of the B2-B3
andB4-B5 distances (3.0 to 1.79 Å) and the elongation of
the B1-B7 and B1-B9 distances (1.91 to 2.84 Å). This
converts the hypercloso structure into the closo structure.
The interaction of the B8H8 fragment with C6H6Fe and
C6H6Ru fragments to form a hypercloso structure (Figure
S2, Supporting Information) shows that the metal frag-
ment donates two electrons to the cluster bonding in the
hypercloso structure. The frontier orbitals of the B8H8

fragment are closer to the frontier orbitals of the heavy
transition metal. This indicates the preference of the
hypercloso structure for heavy transitionmetals over light
transition metals.
The closo structure of B9H9 is a minimum which is 23.7

kcal/mol more stable than the hypercloso geometry. The
presence of the six-degree vertex, B1, in the hypercloso
structure makes the structure less stable. The hypercloso
structure can be stabilized by substituting the six-degree
vertex with transition metal fragments with largely dif-
fused orbitals. The energy differences between the closo
and hypercloso structures for C6H6MB8H8 are reduced to
8.0, 2.3, and 0.7 kcal/mol for M=Fe, Ru, and Os, which
shows the stabilization of hypercloso geometry with tran-
sition metal fragments. The preference of the heavy
transition metal fragment for the hypercloso geometry
over the closo geometry is estimated using the following
isodesmic equation:

hypercloso-B9H9 þ closo-1-η6-ðC6H6Þ-MB8H8
2-

f closo-B9H9
2- þ hypercloso-1-η6-ðC6H6Þ-MB8H8

ð5Þ
The reaction is found to be exothermic by -51.5, -58.7,
and-60.5 kcal/mol forM=Fe, Ru, and Os, respectively.
Similar to the 10-vertex systems, the exothermicity
indicates the stability of hypercloso structures with transi-
tion metal fragments and the closo structure with a BH
fragment.

Interconversion of the Nine-Vertex Hypercloso Metal-
laboranes to the Closo Metallaboranes. The addition of

Figure 11. Molecular orbitals of hypercloso B9H9 (a) and closo B9H9
2- (b).

Figure 10. The correlation diagram for the interconversion of the
hypercloso B9H9 to the closo B9H9

2-.
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two electrons distorts the nine-vertex hypercloso geome-
try to closo geometry. Optimization of the hypercloso
C6H6FeB9H9 and C6H6RuB9H9 structures with -2
charges converges the structure into the closo
C6H6FeB8H8

2- and C6H6RuB8H8
2-, respectively. The

hypercloso structure C6H6OsB8H8 retains the hypercloso
geometry by the addition of a -2 charge. The added
electrons go to the C6H6 orbitals, resulting in η4

(C6H6)OsB8H8
2-. This indicates the preference of the

Os metal with largely diffused orbitals for the hypercloso
geometry.

The 11-Vertex Closo and Hypercloso Metallaboranes.
The optimized structures of both B11H11 (12) and
B11H11

2- (13, Figure 12) are topologically the same
(C2v) as that of the six-degree vertex which is occupied
by a BH fragment.
The B10H10 fragment (15, Figure 13) to which B1 is

capped has a more opened structure in the hypercloso
geometry than that in the closo geometry. This is reflected
in the angle X1-X2-B2, which is 136.8� and 145.2� for
the closo and the hypercloso geometry, respectively. The
bond distances B7-B6 (=B3-B4) and B7-B2 (=B3-
B2=B6-B5=B4-B5) are 1.87 and 1.67 Å, respectively,
in the closo geometry and 1.68 and 1.73 Å in the hyper-
closo geometry. The LUMO of the hypercloso B11H11

geometry (16, Figure 13) has an antibonding interaction
between B7 and B6 and a bonding combination between
B7 and B2. The addition of an electron to the LUMO
results in a shortening of the B7-B2 and a lengthening of
B7-B6 bonds. This converts the hypercloso structure to
the closo structure.

The hypercloso geometry with a more opened borane
fragment can be stabilizedmore effectively by a transition
metal with more diffused orbitals. We have estimated the
preference of the heavy transition metal atom over the
light metal atom to form a hypercloso geometry using the
following isodesmic equation:

hypercloso-B11H11 þ closo-1-η6-ðC6H6Þ-MB10H10
2-

f closo-B11H11
2- þ hypercloso-1-η6-ðC6H6Þ-MB10H10

ð6Þ
The reaction is exothermic by -59.9, -61.4, and

-59.3 kcal/mol for M=Fe, Ru, and Os, respectively.
The change in exothermicity with a change in the metal
atom is negligible. It may be due to the fact that the
B10H10 fragment has an almost similar structure in the
closo and the hypercloso geometry, so that the change of
the metal atoms does not make much difference in
stability. The interaction diagram (Figure S3, Supporting
Information) shows that the metal fragment donates two
electrons to the cluster bonding.
The addition of two electrons converts hypercloso

structures (C6H6)FeB10H10, (C6H6)Ru B10H10, and
(C6H6)OsB10H10 (14, Figure 12) to the closo structure.
In the case of 10- and 9-vertex forms, the addition of
electrons to (C6H6)OsB9H9 and (C6H6)OsB8H8 results in
the η4 coordination of the C6H6, retaining the hypercloso
geometry of the boranes. In the 11-vertex case, since the
geometry of the B10H10 fragment is quite similar in the
closo and the hypercloso geometry, the addition of elec-
trons converts the structure into the closo geometry, by
retaining the η6 coordination of C6H6.

The 12-Vertex Closo and Hypercloso Metallaboranes.
The 12-vertex closo borane, B12H12

2-, with Ih symmetry
(17, Figure 14) has all of the boron atoms at the five-
degree vertex. The hypercloso borane, B12H12, with C2v

symmetry (18, Figure 14) has two six-degree (B1 and
B10), eight five-degree, and two four-degree vertices (B2
and B3). Optimization of the hypercloso borane B12H12

(18) with a -2 charge converges to the closo borane (17).
The structures of 12-vertex closo and hypercloso bor-

anes are related by a DSD rearrangement. In the closo
structure 17, B2-B3 and B1-B10 distances are 1.79 and
2.89 Å, respectively. In the hypercloso geometry (18), the

Figure 12. Optimized geometries of closo B11H11
2- (12), hypercloso B11H11 (13), and hypercloso C6H6MB10H10 (14).

Figure 13. The geometry of the B10H10 fragment (15) andLUMOof the
hypercloso B11H11 (16).
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B2-B3 distance is lengthened to 2.78 Å, and the B1-B10
distance is shortened to 2.1 Å. The correlation diagram
for the interconversion of 12-vertex closo and hypercloso
boranes by the addition of electrons (Figure S5, Support-
ing Information) is similar to those of the 11-vertex case,
except for the HOMO-LUMO gap of the hypercloso
structure.
The hypercloso borane B12H12 can be stabilized by

substituting BH groups at the six-degree vertices with
transition metal fragments with more diffuse orbitals. As
the size of the metal atom increases, the stability of the
hypercloso structure also will increase. The preference of
the heavy transition metal fragment for the hypercloso
geometry over the closo geometry is seen in the exother-
micity of the reaction (eq 7), -54.0, -62.8, and -65.2
kcal/mol for M=Fe, Ru, and Os, respectively.

hypercloso-B12H12 þ closo-1-η6-ðC6H6Þ-MB11H11
2-

f closo-B12H12
2- þ hypercloso-1-η6-ðC6H6Þ-MB11H11

ð7Þ
Similar to the cases of 9-, 10-, and 11-vertex systems, the
exothermicity indicates the preference for the hypercloso
structure withmetal atoms. Since there are two six-degree
vertices in the hyperclosoB12H12 structure (18, Figure 14),
the structure will bemore stablewhen both theBHgroups
at the six-degree vertices are replaced by transition metal
fragments. The relative stability of the bimetallic hyper-
closo geometry is calculated using the following isodesmic
equation:

hypercloso-B12H12 þ closoð-1-η6-ðC6H6Þ-MÞ2B10H10
2-

f closo-B12H12
2- þ hypercloso-ð1-η6-ðC6H6Þ-MÞ2B10H10

ð8Þ
The reaction exothermicity (-108.0,-113.7, and-117.5
kcal/mol for M=Fe, Ru, and Os, respectively) is nearly
twice that of the monometallic hypercloso systems, in-
dicating that the stabilization by metal substitution is
additive for the B12 skeleton.

Conclusions

The role of the transitionmetal in stabilizing the hypercloso
borane structures with unusual topologies and anomalous
electron counts is explored. DFT calculations suggest that
n-vertex BnHn (n=9-12) hypercloso structures need only n
SEPs, but the structures have one ormore six-degree vertices.
These high-degree vertices can be effectively occupied by
transition metal fragments with their highly diffuse orbitals.
DFT calculations at the B3LYP/LANL2DZ level on hyper-
closo structures C6H6MBn-1Hn-1 (n=9-12, M=Fe, Ru,
andOs) show that a heavy transitionmetal with more diffuse
orbitals is preferred over a light transition metal to form a
hypercloso geometry. This is further supported by the large
number of experimentally characterized hypercloso struc-
tures with heavy transition metals. The interaction diagram
between the borane and themetal fragments in the hypercloso
geometry shows that the interaction ismore effective between
a heavy transitionmetal and a borane fragment. The correla-
tion diagrams for the interconversion of hypercloso and closo
structures show that the addition of electrons to the LUMO
of the hypercloso structure results in the closo structures. The
size of the exohedral ligand attached to the metal atom also
plays a role in deciding the stability of the hypercloso
structure.
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Figure 14. The optimized geometries of closo B12H12
2- (17), hypercloso B12H12 (18), and hypercloso metallaborane C6H6MB11H11 (19).


